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GERONIMO, ST FRANCIS, CONFESSOR
(1642-1716)
IT is not unlikely that had Francis Geronimo not elected to enter the
Society of Jesus, he would have risen to very high honours in the Church,
and died a Cardinal-Archbishop of one of the Sees of Italy.   For he was a
rare example of learning, zeal, and practical ability combined in the same
person.   Born at Grottaglie, Apulia, Italy, iyth December, 1642, about a
fortnight after the death of Cardinal Richelieu, he was one of the eleven
children of   Leonard! Geronimo and  Gentellesca Gravina, his wife, a
pious couple of the middle class.    Of their family, three of the sons, in-
cluding the subject of this notice, became priests.   As soon as he was able
to read well, the young Francis made a practice of teaching Catechism
to many of the children of the place, a virtue so often to be met with in the
lives of Saints afterwards distinguished for their love of souls.   He made
his earlier studies with the Theatines, and while under their care begun
those austerities which later became part of his rule of life, fasting much
and paying long visits to the Blessed  Sacrament,  especially at night.
Being intended for the priesthood, he received  the   tonsure  from the
Archbishop of Taranto in 1638.    Most of his ecclesiastical studies were
made at the Seminary of the last-named city, but towards the end of his
theological course, Francis proceeded to Naples for the purpose of taking
his doctorate of divinity at the University.    Naples at that time was,
ecclesiastically speaking,  in a very flourishing condition.    The clergy
were learned and zealous, and the laity united and devout.     He was
ordained priest by the Bishop of Pozzuoli,   i8th March,   1666.    The
erudition and general abilities of the Abbate Geronimo seemed to mark
him out for a professional career, and he was offered, and accepted, the
post of Prefect in the College of Nobles at  Naples, an academy under
the direction of the Jesuit Fathers and devoted to the education of the
sons of the aristocracy.     Notwithstanding the supposed exalted atmo-
sphere of the place, the College, as was inevitable, had its difficulties,
Some of the students were inclined to turbulence, and on one occasion, a
pupil who had been reprimanded by the Prefect for some delinquency,
so far forgot himself as to strike the latter a heavy blow*    Fn Geronimo
bore this outrage with quiet forbearance, wisely waiting till time and
reflection had cooled the anger of his youthful assailant, before speaking
seriously to him about his abominable conduct,
On ist July, 1670, Fr. Geronimo entered the Society of Jesus.   His
family, which, no doubt, like so many other good, but somewhat worldly